
Running time
07:00pm. Welcome chat!

07:10pm. Welcome

07:15pm. Explorer led game

07:30pm. Community connections

08:00pm. Explorer led game

08:15pm. Grab a drink

08:20pm. Goodbye

Equipment
Community connections

A4 paper
Sticky tape
Pens or pencils
Scissors
Drawing pins
Sticky tack
A copy of the Refugee response pack
A ball of string
A device for taking photographs

Session notes

Bourton Explorers (Example)
30/09/2020
07:00pm – 08:30pm

test



Adult 1: Lead the welcome & goodbye. Adult 2: Arrange games. Adult 1:
Explain activity (Community Connections). Adult 2: Talk to any parents as
they drop-off / collect.

Bourton Explorers (Example)
30/09/2020
07:00pm – 08:30pm



Explorers meet up, chat and say hello to each other (self-
led)

Welcome chat! 10 mins



Welcome the Explorers, maybe do a Flagbreak (if relevant).
Explain what we are working on tonight.

Welcome 5 mins



Ask Explorers what Game they would like to play and let
them play it!

Explorer led game 15 mins



Respect others

Value and trust others for who they are,
regardless of their background.

Be a citizen

Know that you’re a local, national, and
international citizen, and understand your
responsibilities.

We are closer to people around the world than ever - find
the connections between migrants, refugees and yourself.

Equipment
A4 paper
Sticky tape
Pens or pencils
Scissors
Drawing pins
Sticky tack
A copy of the Refugee response pack
A ball of string
A device for taking photographs

Before you begin
The person leading the activity should tear or cut the paper into strips.
Each strip should be a couple of inches wide. There should be
enough that each member of the group will have a minimum of ten
strips of paper each.

The person leading the activity should use scissors to cut out the
squares that identify the photographs of the famous people in
appendix 1 of the ‘refugee response’ pack.

Run the activity

1. The person leading the activity should show the group appendix 1 in
the ‘refugee response’ pack. Everyone should try to name the famous
people in the photographs. The person leading the activity should
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then show the group the squares that identify the photographs. The
group should try to match each square to the correct photograph.

2. Once the group have matched up the squares with the photographs,
the person leading the activity should ask them to explain why each
person is either a ‘refugee’ or a ‘migrant.’ Point out that it is not
unusual for people to start off living in one place and end up
somewhere else. 
 

You may need to make clear the difference between refugees
and migrants, as well as the reasons why people move.

3. Everyone should then stand in a small circle in the centre of the room.
The person leading the activity should hand one person a ball of
string and tell them to hold onto the end of the string. They should
then prompt the group to think of some countries anywhere in the
world that they have a connection to. 
 

This connection can be a holiday destination they have visited,
the home country of a friend or family member, somewhere they
might be studying at school or a country whose food and culture
they like.

4. The person leading the activity should tell the person holding the
string to shout out the name of the country that they have a
connection to and then throw the ball of string to another person in
the circle, keeping hold of the end of the string as they do so. That
person must then shout out their country connection and throw the
string to the next person. This should continue until the string criss-
crosses the inside of the circle several times, or until the group runs
out of countries to shout out. Everyone should receive the ball of
string at least once.

5. When this has run its course, the person leading the activity should
take the ball of string from the final person and shout out a country
that they have a connection to. They should then prompt the group to
look at the line(s) of string that they are holding and count how many
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times it crosses another line of string in the circle. 
 

See if anyone in the group is surprised at the number of
connections to other countries.

6. The person leading the activity should tell the group to place their
line(s) of string on the ground, and they should put down the remains
of the ball. This should be done carefully, to keep the criss-crossed
shape of the string.

7. The person leading the activity should hand out the strips of paper
and pens or pencils. Each person should write on one strip of paper a
country that they have a connection to and why this is (e.g. ‘U.S.A -
my uncle lives there’). Each strip of paper should be curled into a ring-
shape around that person’s line or lines of string and the ends of the
paper strip stuck together with sticky tape. Do this for each country
and connection that person writes on their strips of paper.

8. Once everyone has done this, the group can pick up their ends of the
string again, with care. The person leading the activity should pick up
the ball of string from where they left it. Everyone may need to lightly
shake their line(s) of string to move the paper rings down the lines
where they cross over.

9. Now, everyone’s country connections should be hanging inside the
circle. The person leading the activity should see if the number of
connections has surprised anyone in the group again.

With permission, you could take a photograph of this as a record of
how many international connections the group has. If this isn’t
possible, you could cut the end of the string and use pins or sticky
tack to hang the line of country connections on a wall or noticeboard
in your meeting place for all to see.

,

This activity helps contribute towards some of the UN's Sustainable
Development Goals. Find out more about the SDGs, and how Scouts
across the world are getting involved, here.
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Reflection

The group has explored the connections they have to other countries. Did
anyone learn something new about someone else in the group? Did
anyone learn something new about one of the celebrities in the
photographs that they saw earlier? Has anyone got a connection to one of
the countries that the celebrities moved from/to?

Counting holidays, visits to extended family and general interest in other
cultures should have generated a lot of connections to other countries.
What does this tell us about our own culture? How should this reflect in our
commitment to helping displaced children or refugees like Anne Frank and
Rita Ora? 
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Grab a drink 5 mins



Say goodbye Explorers, maybe do a Flagbreak (if relevant).
Give any important information

Goodbye 10 mins


